
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Doncaster Breeders Meeting – September 20th 2015 

6am Saturday 19th September 2015 [Ben, Dan and Myself] – Off we set 

on our journey to Doncaster and the almost 5 hour drive that will now 

ensue, after arriving and then helping to set up the main hall with table 

cloths all 340 tables we then got to our hotel to settle in and unpack 

ready for Sunday. 

That night we had a small meeting of FBH committee in which I unveiled 

my documents and the rest of the paraphernalia including the reworked 

FBH website for the FBH Reptile Re-homing scheme and how we can 

move forward with it. 

There was also a discussion about re-homing in general and where the 

hobby sits right now and what do we really want for the hobby, 

including how we need to start education people. 

Bright and early Sunday morning we were up and assembled all of the 

paraphernalia for the show and our animals for the breeders meeting, 

after having a breakfast bap and a cup of tea we proceeded downstairs 

to find and setup our tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After setting up we had some time to go and have a quick look around at 

what was on offer before the members were allowed in first and 

although there was a lot setup there was also many still setting up and 

bare. The queues outside were very large with more than 200 people 

waiting to get in. The first 2 people to come to our table that day also 

Once the doors opened the people flooded in with many trying to find 

what they had set out to find that day with others taking it slow and 

seeing what was on offer that day. 

Issue #7 - Oct 



 

 

 

 

 

happened to be from East Sussex and were surprised to find out that there was a local reptile club as 

they had no idea, they both took application forms and contact leaflets too. 

We had quite a bit of interest in the shop and our merchandise with the wristbands being popular and 

sales amounting to more than £35. The interest in our livestock was good too. 

As the show went on we were all able to go and have a very good look around at all the things on offer, 

although there was the usual selection of Royals and Geckos and other animals which are commonly 

seen at meetings, there was also a large selection of not so common stuff to see also. 

On our adventures around the meeting we saw many different species including: Angolan Pythons, 

Bismarck Ringed Pythons, Taiwan False Viper Snakes, House Snakes, Arizona Tree Frogs [1st in the UK], 

African Bullfrogs, Mossy Frogs and plenty of other amphibians also many Tarantulas, Insects, Chelonian 

and many different Lizards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We all came back with animals from the show which was amazing for our growing collections. The 

meeting went very well with lots of choice and a good atmosphere and animals ranging from ‘wild types’ 

{normal] to very extreme morphs of all colours and patterns. 

The weather was good throughout the weekend which ensured a great crowd on the sunny and clear 

days. 

After the meeting we packed up and gathered together our animals to take home and packed up the car 

ready for the long journey home. 

The weekend was a great success and we had a great time and a fantastic meeting for all, I only wish that more 

members had attended with us as it was a great weekend and meeting and a truly great meeting for finding 

something a little different. 

- Lee 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a piece by Vivian Hunot, who met up with two of our members to get over her fear of 
snakes for fundraising. You can follow her blog at 
http://sixtyat60challenge.blogspot.co.uk/2015/06/how-to-follow-my-blog-but-only-if-you.html 

Task 31: Hold a snake  
When I was working as a psychotherapist, people often came to see me because they wanted to deal with 
phobias and anxieties. 'It may sound illogical' I used to say, 'but avoiding whatever it is that makes you anxious 
will make you more anxious - the best thing you can do is face your fears'. When compiling my Sixtyat60 list, I 
decided it was about time I tried facing a few of my own fears, one of which involves snakes.  
 
My fear of snakes isn't so much about the thought of being bitten, poisoned, constricted or squeezed, but 
rather a feeling of complete revulsion - I literally shudder from top to toe whenever I see a photo or image of a 
snake. Apparently this disgust response is quite common and to date it hasn't had a significant effect on my life 
- after all we're not exactly teeming with snakes in East Sussex - but the principle of confronting a fear is an 
important one, and in any case, we're going to Mumbai and Goa in November where snakes can apparently 
pop up anywhere. 
 
The first challenge in Task 31 was to find a way of getting up close and personal with a snake. As fortune would 
have it, our vet Kirsty is a reptile specialist, and she was able to put me in contact with a couple called Pat and 
Mick in Eastbourne who keep a variety of reptiles. I spoke with Mick on the phone, and found out that they 
own three corn snakes and a boa constrictor called Boris. A visit to their house was duly arranged. No going 
back now..... 

 
The day of my snake visit dawned earlier this week.  Lisa arrived to clean the house and heard about my 
latest challenge. She got very enthusiastic about it and said she would double the donation she was planning 
to give me if I put Boris round my neck. My anxiety levels soared skyward at the image of an 8ft snake wrapped 
around my neck. The day passed slowly. At 7pm Andrew and I arrived at the House of the Snakes. I didn't want 
to go inside.  'Just do it' said Andrew (spoken like a true CBT therapist).  
 
Pat and Mick were lovely - very calm, cheerful and down to earth. They were clearly used to people like me! 
We went into the sitting room, which is where the three corn snakes are kept in a vivarium. Now at this point I 
should just explain that my knowledge of corn snakes is based solely on my experience of a small one called 
Skittles that our godson James owned in his early adolescence. Like I say, Skittles was a small snake - about 4 
feet shorter than the extremely long snake called Arthur that Mick deftly extracted from the vivarium. My 
anxiety levels hit the ceiling. Arthur was so massive. He looked so slippery and slimy (sorry Arthur, I know that 
sounds very rude) and oh my word, he just kept sliding and coiling around and up Mick's arm.... 'Just sit with 
the anxiety and you'll find it'll gradually settle down' I used to say to my clients. So I just sat with it. And 
gradually my anxiety did settle and I began to notice Arthur's beady eyes, which were rather sweet and 
twinkly.  
 

 
Then I touched Arthur. He didn't feel at all slimy of course, he just felt cold and smooth, a bit like marble. Then 
Mick placed part of Arthur's body on my open hands. Oooarrggh..... Waves of revulsion..... 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-5UtOTZF1j1w/VfBwC_ERcHI/AAAAAAAAAog/mFYbQCJcaYw/s1600/IMG_1575.JPG


 

 

 
 
Gradually I became braver. About half an hour or so later - just look at me and Arthur bonding! 
 

 
 
Pat and I were talking about the effect Alzheimer's has on other members of the family, but as you'll see I was 
finding it quite difficult to concentrate as Arthur was trying to grab my attention. After my session with Arthur, 
Andrew and I went upstairs to see Mick's collection of geckos and lizards, and to pay our respects to Boris the 
boa constrictor, who has been staying with Pat and Mick for 3 weeks (since leaving a home where he was 
apparently unknowingly shut in a bedroom for 9 months without food).  I found myself stroking him quite 
willingly - poor Boris, what an awful time he's been through... but we decided it was best not to take him out 
of his 'viv' so that I could hold him.  Really sorry Lisa - it wasn't to be!   

As I look back at the photos now, I honestly can't believe that I actually managed to hold a snake, let alone one 
of that size. I'm very grateful to Kirsty our vet for putting me in contact with Pat and Mick - and a huge thank 
you goes to Pat and Mick for helping me to confront my fears. Pat and Mick belong to an organisation called 
East Sussex Reptile and Amphibian Society (ESRAS). The website is at http://www.esras.co.uk and contains lots 
of interesting information, including photos of all sorts of snakes. I looked at the photos just now and do you 
know I didn't shudder once - now that's progress! 
 

I'm doing the Sixtyat60challenge to raise funds for Alzheimer's Research UK. For further information or to 

make a donation please visit my JustGiving page at https://www.justgiving.com/Vivien-Hunot   
 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-hHHTqclliLo/VfBwcJof3tI/AAAAAAAAAoo/25dJdEYsHhs/s1600/IMG_1578.JPG
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4m8S5Uvoe7o/VfBxGSFqTSI/AAAAAAAAAow/-FIGyovkAes/s1600/IMG_1586.JPG
http://www.esras.co.uk/


 

Pat & Micks Menagerie 

    

 

 

 

 

We have increased our pet count considerably since our last update. It started with 

Dizzy wanting a tortoise and Dave said at Paradise Park that she could have one that he 

had brought to the show, so we took it home that day. She called it Curtains. Then at 

Eastbrook School, we set up and I had to pop out to the cashpoint. I was only gone ten 

minutes but when I returned I was informed by Pat that she had spoken to Dave and 

we were getting another two tortoises! Another Horse field and a Leopard tortoise, 

now named Tallulah and Dozer.  

Next were two Leopard gecko’s that needed rehoming that the girls have named Art 

and Leanna. Then Boris, the 8 foot Boa we rescued after an appeal from Dan, and 

finally we were asked to take in a friend’s Bearded Dragon as they can’t look after it 

any more.  

The Zoo is full for now until we find some White’s Tree Frogs for Pat’s Birthday. 

- Pat, Mick, A j & Dizzy 

 



 

 

Morphs of the Month: Royal Pythons  

Royal Pythons are known to come in the some of the widest varieties of patterns and colours of any 

snake in the world, with an astounding 4083 different morphs out there and counting. This, paired with 

their docile and friendly nature, make them a popular pet for herpetologists everywhere so here are 

some facts about some of the many morphs available today. 

 

The most expensive royal morph out there is the Dreamsicle, priced recently at around £36,000! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most common morphs are normal or classics, spiders and pastels. You can buy these at most 

breeders meetings and at some pet shops from all ages, although pastels may only be procured by 

request when dealing with pet shops. 

 



 

 

Some of the most exotic sounding morphs are the Blue Eyed Leucistics, Banana Pastel Pied and a Coral Glow 

Enchi. Most of these are a three to four figure costing snake, with Leucistic’s available for as low as £500 and a 

Banana Pastel Pied for around £3250 as it is a three gene snake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Brief History of the Royal Python 

At the beginning of the 1990s, the royal python (Python regius) despite their perfect size and 

temperament, attractive colors and pattern, were inexpensive and common snakes. Nearly everyone 

started out with royal pythons and boa constrictors as their first exotic snakes, but the roving eyes of 

young snake keepers would nearly always begin to look at other snakes that seemed more worthy of 

their lusting obsessions. It's interesting to see how at the end of the 1990’s and still now in 2015, 

royal pythons have become one of the most popular and commonly bred snakes in all of 

herpetoculture. 

Still today, the genetic basis and patterns of inheritance of many of the identified variations are not 

known. Of those that are known, some of the variations seen in ball python appearance are 

apparently random individual variation and not inheritable, some are traits created by the interaction 

of multiple genes, and some are the results of single mutations. Determining which is which is 

achieved by selective breeding, to prove out the genes or possible hets. 

 

The next Morph of the Month will be: the Boa Constrictor! If you have a special morph or would like 

your snake to be featured here, please send us a picture to esras.uk@gmail.com 

- Beth 
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